
 

 

Witness the magnificence of our 
spectacular fall migration. 
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The Florida Keys have an 
average of over 20,000 
birds of prey migrating 
through each fall, with 
more Peregrine Falcons 
observed than anywhere 
else in the world.  As many 
as 651 in a single day, and 3,836 during a single 
season.  This is a must see event for birding 
enthusiasts!  Florida Keys Hawkwatch welcomes 
citizen scientists at their base at Curry Hammock 
State Park during the entire Festival.   
 
Combine  the raptors with migrating songbirds, 
rare endemic bird and wildlife species, and our 
beautiful tropical habitats and you have the 
ingredients for a fantastic outdoor adventure! 

Sept. 23-28th, 2014 

Featured Trip:  All Day, Sunday, Sept. 28th 
Boat trip to Dry Tortugas National Park with 
Mark Hedden of Florida Keys Audubon. 
If you’ve never been to 
the Dry Tortugas, this is 
something for your 
bucket list.   During the 
2013 trip we saw 56 
species of birds 
including sooty terns, masked boobys, brown 
boobys, and others.  Check out Mark’s blog 
report for the complete list: 
www.boneisland.com/dry-tortugas-trip-
report/ 

White-Crowned Pigeon 



Welcome to the 16th Annual  
Florida Keys Birding & Wildlife Festival.   

 
Each day we’ll offer morning birding field trips, 
expert-led workshops and interesting evening 
presentations.  We’ll also have a variety of 
other awesome options like kayaking and 
boating ecotours, butterfly and natural history 
walks, etc.  Locations throughout the Florida 
Keys, from Key Largo to Key West and beyond. 

 
Featuring our All-Star Lineup: 

 
The Florida Keys 
Hawkwatch Team will 
be providing walks to 
experience the 
morning flights of 
migratory birds, 
workshops and 

presentations. Join Rafael Galvez and the FKH 
hawkwatchers daily to witness the flights of raptors 
from Curry Hammock SP. This is the southernmost 
migration count in the continental U.S., with over 
15 years of research, educational programs and 
citizen science opportunities for all ages.  Rafael will 
be presenting “Migratory Gems of the Keys.”  
 

Jeff Bouton has penned many 
articles for WildBird, Birder's World, 
Bird Watcher's Digest, and other 
magazines, plus sections for the ABA 
Bird Finding Guides to Alaska and 
Florida, and the book "Good Birder's 
Don't Wear White." He is a blogger, 

photographer, digiscoper, researcher, bird bander, 
professional bird guide and utilizes all these as Leica 
Sport Optics representative to the birding and 
nature markets.  Jeff will be presenting “How to Be 
a Better Birder.” 

 
Andy Wraithmell is an avid birder 
since the age of 5 and enjoys all 
aspects of birding, but seabirds and 
shorebirds are his favorites. He has 
birded Europe, South Africa and the 
U.S. He has worked as a researcher 
and bird bander in his native 
England, and at the sea watch in 
Cape May. He currently works for 

the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. 
Andy will be presenting “Confessions of a Twitcher – 

the Dark Side of Birding!” 

Elsa Alvear is Chief of Resource 
Management of Biscayne 
National Park, dealing with 
endangered species, coral reef 
and seagrass restoration, and far-
reaching conservation issues. She 
initiated the agency’s first 

certificate-earning birding program, the Biscayne 
Birding Trail. With her master thesis on Roseate 
Spoonbills and a contagious passion about all things 
avian, she aims for all birders to feel welcome in 
their national parks. 
Elsa will be presenting “Birds of Biscayne National 

Park.” 

 
Mark Hedden has lived in Key West 
for over 20 years and works as a 
writer, photographer, and birding 
guide. He writes narrative nonfiction, 
primarily ornithology-oriented 
natural history, which most people 
refer to as “stuff about birds.” 

 

Mark will be presenting “Birds Don’t Care What You 

Call Them – Notions of Identity in the Avian World.” 

Carlos Sanchez is a South Florida 
native with a long fascination for 
wildlife. He has dabbled in everything 
from bird art to taxonomy. His passion 
has interwoven with his interest in 
travel, having birded throughout 

southeastern U.S., Australia, Thailand, Brazil and 
Ecuador along with shorter jaunts to the Caribbean. 
He is a freelance guide in Florida with experience in 
South America. 
Carlos will be presenting “Raptors: Adaptable and 

Diverse.” 

Angel and Mariel Abreu are 
known by many as the birding 
duo who always say “Nature 
is Awesome.” They are 
naturalists and birding guides 
that contribute to the Florida 
birding community through 

their work with radar ornithology, posting on 
www.badbirdz2.wordpress.com. Having joined the 
Nikon Birding Pro Staff team in 2013, they hope to 
spread the word that “Birding is Awesome!” 
Angel and Mariel will be presenting “Radar Birding 

101.” 

 
David Simpson is a lifelong Florida 
resident with over 25 years of 
birding experience as a guide, 
ranger and leader at many 
festivals. He holds many ABA 
records, including Florida Big Year, 
and ten Big Day monthly records. 
He loves to share his passion about 
all aspects of Florida wildlife, with 

extensive knowledge of native plants, snakes, frogs 
and many other critters. 
David will be providing walks and participating in 

workshops and discussions. 


